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A Joint Project between;

Texas Department of Transportation

Texas A&M University System

Texas Department of Economic Development

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Southwest Texas State University

Safety Rest Area Program 

&

Texas Travel Host
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Texas Safety Rest Areas

Currently 102 Facilities
•26 new facilities will be added

•43 will be reconstructed

•24 will receive major renovations

•29 may be converted to truck parking
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Texas Travel Host Goals

1. To provide important, and timely 
information & services to travelers—
Safety & Security.

2. Provide a boost to area economies.

3. To provide a way for communities and 
businesses to promote themselves.

4. Create a mechanism for better regional 
tourism coordination by establishing 
regional Internet based networks.
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Goal 1—Serving Our Guests

• Tourism information

• Weather

• Local events

• Road conditions

• Route information

• Safety information

• TxDOT & Partners
Promotion 

• User Surveys—
Tourism Market Match

• Email—Postcards

• Maps, directions—local

• Missing children notices

• Regional interpretation

• Other special interest
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Goal 2—Boosting Rural Economies

• Options for rural areas is limited—tourism is a 
popular option.

• Traffic Count Avg. 674 Cars/day (73-1534).

• People drive by without knowing what they are 
missing.

• TTH will help communities better “Package” their 
tourism opportunities.

• Tourism Market Match could provide valuable 
information about travelers across the State.
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Goal 3—Community, Business Promotion

• Marketing is #1 issue for community 
tourism.

• TTH provides a vehicle to attract local 
guests who are currently “just passing by”.

• “Tell the World”—Same resources could 
be accessed via the World Wide Web.

• Creativity, enthusiasm and ingenuity could 
dramatically improve impact.
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Goal 4—Regional Tourism Networking

Challenges

• Ways for areas to organize & coordinate their 
efforts.

• Not enough $$$.

Texas Travel Host can be a solution.

• Provides rallying point for area communities.

• Technology provides structure while also 
facilitating networking & communication.

• Texas Travel Host is inexpensive!
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An Exciting Opportunity

New Rest Area sites Conley County IH 40
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Kenedy County US 77
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Hardeman County US 287
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Texas Travel Host Pilot Sites

•On I-10 in Colorado county near Columbus, Texas

•On I-37 in Live Oak county between San Antonio & Corpus Christi

•On State Highway 59 in Victoria county near Victoria, Texas
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Colorado County IH 10
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Introducing Texas Travel Host

I don’t know why 

that guy’s over 

there. This Travel 

Host thing is Great!
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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Introducing Texas Travel Host
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How Do We Get This Done?

Much has Already Been Done
• Texas INFRONT provides the basis for 

gathering information and providing access.

• Tourism Market Match and surveys are in place.

• Most other information available via the Web.

• Technical & Hardware is a matter of details.

• High-speed connections—likely supportable 
using Direct PC or other provider.

• TCE is working with other regional groups to 
accomplish these organizational tasks.
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What are the Next Steps?

• Identify Partners and define roles.

• Identify project coordinator.

• Identify additional resources and support.

• Develop a Strategy for facilitating community 
gathering of information.

– Attractions, accommodations, businesses etc.

– Interpretive materials—tentative plan complete-CNHT

• Evaluate pilot sites, physical and area wide.

• Hardware and facilities (rest area).


